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International Society of Nephrology
Minutes of the ISN General Assembly
Tuesday, 27 May 1997
Sydney Convention Centre, Darling Harbour, Australia
Chairman: Dr. R.W. Schrier (immediate past President) and Dr.
K. Kurokawa (new President)
1. Minutes of the Madrid General Assembly on 4 July, 1995:
approved.
2. President's Report: Dr. R.W. Schrier
Dr. Schrier presented a set of slides on the fruitful activities of
the ISN Forefronts Commission (Drs. Giebisch, Murer and
Alpern), the Fellowship Program, the Library Enhancement
Program, the Membership Drive, the Commission on Global
Advancement of Nephrology and the ISN Renal Sister Center
Program (250 sister links established). The chairpersons and
vice-chairpersons were thanked for their input.
The President announced the establishment of a Clinlcdl
Trials Committee for designing clinical protocols world wide,
possibly in cooperation with the American Society of Ne-
phrology and the Collaborative Study Group.
3. Outcome of the election by the Council for the Executive
positions: Dr. Robert Atkins as Vice-President, Dr. Thomas
Andreoli as President-Elect, Dr. William Mitch as Treasurer,
Dr. Saulo Klahr as Editor: approved.
4. Secretary-General's report: Dr. J.J. Weening
Dr. Weening reported that:
—Of 133 applicants, 120 were selected for an ISN Travel Grant
and 109 of them actually claimed their grant funds. Apparently
it was not possible for all the candidates to find funds in addition
to the USA $1,000 ISN grant to cover all the travel costs. About
one third of the recipients were from developed countries and
two thirds from developing countries.
—Since the XlIth ICN in Madrid in June 1995, 35 fellows had
been selected for ISN Fellowship Awards for two years, one
year or 3 months.
—Dr. Ashgar Rastegar of Yale University and Dr. J. Surachno
of the University of Amsterdam were Visiting Scholars in 1996
to iran and indonesia, respectively.
Amendments to the constitution:
The following amendments were approved by the General
Assembly:
1. Joint membership will be included in the membership
categories
2. Voting for the Council nominees will be by mail ballots as
of 1999
3. The requirement for two signatures of TSN members to
apply for ISN membership will he deleted.
Affiliation of National Societies: all 12 requests approved:
Mongolian Society of Nephrology and Urology, Moroccan
Association for Kidney Diseases, Slovenian Society of Ne-
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phrology, Uruguayan Society of Nephrology, Latvian Associ-
ation of Nephrology, British Association for Paediatric Ne-
phrology, iranian Society of Nephrology, Costa Rica Society
of Nephrology, Pakistan Society of Nephrology, Philippine
Society of Nephrology, Romanian Society of Nephrology and
the Society of Nephrology, Dialysis and Transplantation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
5. Report of the Editor: Dr. Thomas E. Andreoli
Dr. Andreoli, immediate past Editor of Kidney International,
expressed his gratitude to all of the people who assisted him
in the past 13 years (editors, KI staff, Editorial Board mem-
bers, publishers, Mr. Jim Krosschell at Blackwell Science,
Inc., Nephrology Forum Editors and others).
He mentioned the growth in manuscript submissions, from
200 in 1972 to 929 in 1996, the reduction of turnover interval
to 3 months, steady acceptance rate, number of publications
(371 in 1996), and a rise in profits to over US $700,000 in
1996. Currently KI has 9,500 subscribers. Dr. Andreoli ex-
pressed his deep confidence in the new Editor, Dr. Saulo
Klahr. The Editor's report was approved.
6. Transfer of the gavel to new President, Dr. Kiyoshi Kurokawa
Dr. Schrier handed over the gavel to Dr. Kurokawa. Dr.
Kurokawa expressed his wish to continue the ISN's efforts to
serve the nephrological community by expanding the success-
ful programs.
7. Councillors
New officer, Management Committee: Dr. Michael Field
(Australia). Leaving the Council: Dr. A. Aperia (Sweden),
Dr. H. Sakai (Japan), Dr. T. Strom (USA), Dr. E. Frömtcr
(Germany), Dr. L. Li (P.R. China), Dr. L. Hernando (Spain).
All were thanked by Dr. Schrier for their input.
New Councillors, elected on 27 May: C. Morgensen (Den-
mark), C. Ponticelli (Italy), A. Rees (UK), E. Ritz (Germa-
ny), A. Clarkson (Australia), H. Sakai (Japan), V. Sitprija
(Thailand), J. Briggs (USA).
8. Report of the Treasurer: Dr. Craig C. Tisher
ISN financial statements were distributed and the figures were
explained. The statements of December 31, 1996 and 1995
represented the audit performed by Deloitte & Touche.
Currently there is 2.9 million dollars in reserve and invest-
ment guidelines of 1993 are followed. Dr. Tisher showed
slides depicting income exceeding expense by US $3,269 in
1995 and US $162,541 in 1996. Furthermore, the budget
expense breakdown figures for 1995 and 1996 were shown. Dr.
Schrier thanked Dr. Tisher for his 6 years of dedicated
service.
9. Nominating Committee. Call for nominations
Dr. Kurokawa introduced the members of the Nominating
Committee for 1999; Chairman Dr. J. Dirks and Drs. Drueke,
lmai, Satz and Naicker. Dr. Kurokawa recommended that the
membership contact the Nominating Committee to propose
nominees.
10. Adjournment until the next meeting at the XVth ICN, Buenos
Aires, Argentina (2-6 May 1999).
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Membership
Any member of a national society of nephrology is eligible for
proposal to membership in the International Society of Nephro-
logy and receipt of the Society's official Journal, Kidney Interna-
tional. A subscription to Kidney International (including all Sup-
plements) for calendar year 1997 is included in the annual 1997
dues of US $120.00. Potential members can secure application
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. William E. Mitch,
Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology, Emory Univer-
sity, Renal Division, WMB Room 338, 1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta,
GA 30322, USA. (Checks must be made payable to the Interna-
tional Society of Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA can
be paid through any United States bank.)
ISN World Wide Web Page
The ISN Computerized Information Committee co-chaired by
Drs. Kim Solez (Edmonton) and Zal Agus (Philadelphia) is
maintaining and updating the ISN Home Page on the World Wide
Web. This Home Page describes ISN programs, lists officers,
councilors and members of the Commission for Developing
Countries, and supplies general information regarding ISN mem-
bership and subscription to Kidney International. The uniform
resource locators (URLs) for the Web Page are: Europe: http://
fester.his.path.cam.ac.uk/big/synapse/000p0035.htm North Amer-
ica: http://synapse.uah.ualberta.ca/synapse/000p0035.htm. Mate-
rial from the Madrid International Congress is available using the
URL http://fester.his.path.cam.ac.uk/big/synapse/000p049x.htm
ISN Sponsorship of Meetings
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encourages the
organizers of scientific symposia, workshops, and conferences
held independently of the International Congress of Nephrology
to apply to hold these meetings under the auspices of the ISN.
In general, such an arrangement does not include an offer of
financial support on the part of ISN. In special cases, however, the
Society may be able to offer seed money.
Organizers who wish to apply to hold their meetings under the
auspices of the Society should include the following information
in their applications:
1. Topic and purpose of meeting.
2. Location and date of meeting.
3. Names of members of scientific organizing committee.
4. Names of co-sponsors and sources of financial support.
5. Names and topics of invited speakers.
6. Statement regarding whether or not free communications will
be sought.
Applications will not be accepted from organizers of regularly, or
routinely, scheduled regional, national, or international meetings.
Applications should he submitted to Jan J. Weening, M.D.,
Secretary General, Academic Medical Ctr., Meibergdreef 9, 1105
AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
Publications and announcements of meetings held under ISN's
auspices should include the statement of acknowledgement:
.was held under the auspices of the International Society of
Nephrology."
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduate courses,
or workshops by the International Society of Nephrology
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encourages the
organizers of scientific symposia, postgraduate courses, or work-
shops to apply to the Society for sponsorship. ISN sponsorship will
provide: (1) use of the Society's name as a sponsor or co-sponsor;
(2) announcement of the meeting in Kidney International, contin-
gent upon the receipt of written information in the Editorial office
at least 6 months in advance of the meeting; (3) the possibility of
partial financial support. Applications must include the following
information: (1) the topic, purpose, location and date(s) of the
meeting; (2) the names and titles of the members of the scientific
organizing committee; (3) a list of all co-sponsoring institutions, if
any, and sources of financial support; (4) the total revenue and
expense budget for the proposed meeting, by major category; (5)
the names and institutions of origin of all invited speakers, and
their topics; (6) a statement as to whether manuscripts will be
solicited from invited speakers, or free communications sought
from others; (7) an expression of willingness to include the
following acknowledgment on all publications: "... was held
under the auspices of the International Society of Nephrology."
These guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia to be held in
close proximity to a triennial Congress. Furthermore, the ISN will
not sponsor or co-sponsor any regularly scheduled or routine
international, national, or regional meeting, nor will it co-sponsor
postgraduate courses with other international societies or groups.
Applications for sponsorship must be submitted directly to
Kiyoshi Kurokawa, M.D., Tokai University School of Medicine,
Bohseidai, Isehara-shi, Kanagawa 259-11, Japan. Tel: (81) 463 93
1121 Ext 2111/Fax: (81) 463 93 1130/Email: kurokawa@is.icc.u-
tokai.ac.jp
ISN Archives
Dr. Leon Fine has accepted the responsibility of maintaining
the Archives of the International Society of Nephrology. The
Archives consist of photographs, announcements, activities, and
names of Council Members and Officers of the Society. Relevant
information, documents, or photographs that are pertinent to the
development and evolution of the ISN are assembled in the
Archives.
Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney International
having such material are requested to forward it to Dr. Fine at the
following address: Leon G. Fine, F.R.C.P., F.A.C.P., F.R.C.P.
(Glasg), Professor of Medicine and Head of the Department,
Chairman, Division of Medicine, University College London
Medical School, The Rayne Institute, 5 University Street, London
WCIB 6JJ, United Kingdom.
MEETINGS
FOREFRONTS IN NEPHROLOGY
Genes and Genetics in Hypertension, an ISN sponsored Fore-
fronts in Nephrology symposium, will be held in Berlin, Germany
on September 4—7, 1997. The aims of the meeting are to expand
existing knowledge in the area of molecular genetics and hyper-
tension, as well as cement cooperation between scientists in the
United States, western Europe and elsewhere with scientists in
eastern Europe and Russia. Main topics include: human genetics,
animal genetics, somatic gene transfer in cardiovascular disease,
strategies in complex genetic diseases, genetic field working, and
the study of cardiovascular phenotypes in animals and humans.
For further information contact Friedrich C. Luft, Franz Voihard
Clinic, Wiltberg Strasse 50, 13122 Berlin, Germany. Telephone:
49 30 9417 2202; FAX: 49 30 9417 2206; E-mail: fcluft@mdc-
berlin.de
